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On the 70th anniversary of the end of the war, I bow my head deeply before the souls
of all those who perished both at home and abroad. I express my feelings of profound

grief and my eternal, sincere condolences
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When I squarely contemplate this obvious fact, even now, I find myself speechless

and my heart is rent with the utmost grief.

[HEERTRANBHI L 2 L id~2 OFBEEOHRO A2 2BL55137-] (T4
& 28),
IR L LTT O7 IR 2B MOMSIIHEAE R, BEE LCHARST STHED
TEDICE 7o L IR T D Z LXER TRV (THEE) 45),

I l

THEREST, EERMXEOL L CH 7, ELDTVTRT 7Y HDAx 2 BLEST
E L&)

TR 2748 A 271 AARBHERS RER - AL e
HHEMHP - HREBREE L ER A EEFIEREE



B 7 O F e

OXftt 4 2O2DF—T— FEFZE - hEE

DR & HERih T E
(L2l a%)
FE, B, BY, WORAZRNOBECITE S, EEHSE2MHRT 5 ERE LT,
b EEANTT R b, B ZR A S AGRIZERBI L, T _RCORED 3 kO
FABEE SNSRI LRThide b0,
* Incident, aggression, war — we shall never again resort to any form of the threat
or use of force as a means of settling international disputes. We shall abandon
colonial rule forever and respect the right of self-determination of all peoples

throughout the world.
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*During a certain period in the not too distant past, Japan, following a mistaken

national policy, advanced along the road to war, only to ensnare the Japanese people
in a fateful crisis, and, through its colonial rule and aggression, caused
tremendous damage and suffering to the people of many countries, particularly to

those of Asian nations.
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- Japan has repeatedly expressed the feelings of deep remorse and heartfelt apology

for its actions during the war.
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* In the hope that no such mistake be made in the future, I regard, in a spirit of

humility, these irrefutable facts of history, and express here once again my

feelings of deep remorse and state my heartfelt apology.
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Address by His Majesty the Emperor on the Occasion of the Memorial
Ceremony for the War Dead (August 15, 2015)

<Japanese>

On this Day to Commemorate the War Dead and Pray for Peace, my thoughts are with
the people who lost their pracious lives in the last war and their bereaved families, as |

attend this Memorial Ceremony with a deep and renewed sense of sorrow.

Seventy years have passed since the end of the war, and our country taday enjoys
peace and prosperity, thanks to the ceaseless efforts made by the people of Japan
towards recovery from the devastation of the war and towards development, always
backed by their eamest desire for the continuation of peace. When | look back on the
arduous and sincere steps taken by the peopie in the course of this long postwar
period, | cannot help but be overcome with deep emotion.

Reflecting on our past and bearing in mind the feelings of deep remorse over the last
war, | eamestly hope that the ravages of war will never be repeated. Together with all
of our peaple, | now pay my heartfelt tribute to all those who lost their lives in the war,
both on the battlefields and elsewhere, and pray for world peace and for the continuing

development of our country.
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